
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yew Tree Primary Academy - History 
Theme: London Calling Year Group : 2 Phase: Key Stage 1 Strand:  Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 

globally (inc current Royal Family); changes within living memory. 

What should I already know? 

• Words such as before, after, past, present, then and 
now to describe their chronology. 

• Describe what life was like when your parents/carers 
were little and what the similarities and differences are. 

• Describe what life was like when your grandparents 
were little and what the similarities and differences are. 

• Describe how technology has changed over the last 
century. 

• People who are older than me were born before me. 

Vocabulary 

bakery  A place where bread or cakes 
are made and sold 

London The capital city of England 
and the United Kingdom 

River Thames Many people got a boat on 
the River Thames to escape 
the fire 

diary A personal record of life’s 
events 

eye-witness A person who has seen 
something and can give a 
description of it 

embers Small pieces of glowing coal 
or wood in a dying fire 

fire-hooks Giant hooks used to pull 
down houses 

fire-break When buildings are 
destroyed to make a gap so 
the fire can’t spread 

flammable When something burns easily 

St Paul’s 
Cathedral 

A Christian building razed to 
the ground in the fire and 
rebuilt using designs by Sir 
Christopher Wren 

What historical skills will I have learnt by the end of this theme? 

• I can put key events on a timeline in chronological order 

• I can explain what London was like in the 17th century 

• I can explain the cause of the fire 

• I can explain the impact of the fire had on the people of London 

• I understand how fires were extinguished in the 17th century 

• I understand some of the ways we find out about the past and 
identify ways in which it can be presented 

Key Places 

Pudding Lane – This is where the fire started. 

The Tower of London – This is where many 
people went to escape the flames. Wealthy 
people also put their valuables there to stay 
safe. 

London Bridge – This is the only way they 
could cross the River Thames. 

The River Thames – Many people escape to 
the river. 

St Paul’s Cathedral – This was burnt down and 
rebuilt using designs from Christopher Wren. 

Literacy Tree Links 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


