	Yew Tree Primary Academy – Geography

	Theme: UK countries and cities
	Year Group : 5
	Phase: Key Stage 2
	Strand: (Locational Knowledge; Human & Physical Geography; Place Knowledge; Geographical Skills and fieldwork)


	What should I already know?

	· The town I live in is called Halewood, which is in the borough of Knowsley, in the county of Merseyside. 

· Knowsley is in the north west of England, which is a country. England, which is in the United Kingdom, is in the continent of Europe. 

· The capital cities of the four countries that make up the United Kingdom and their characteristics. 

· The surrounding seas of the United Kingdom. 

· The names of some key rivers around the world including the Mersey, Thames and the Nile. 


	Vocabulary

	cartographer 
	somebody who draws and produces maps 

	city 
	a large town. London is a city. 

	coastal 
	an area of land close to the sea 

	compass points 
	any of the main points of a compass: north, south, east, west, north-east, north-west, south-east, south-west 

	confluence 
	where two rivers join and become a larger river 

	contour line
	shows the elevation (height) of land at a given location

	course 
	the channel along which the river flows 

	country 
	an area of land that is controlled by its own government. 

	county 
	a region of Britain or Ireland which has its own local government 

	current 
	a steady and continuous flowing movement of some of the water in a river, lake, or sea 

	delta 
	an area of low land where a river splits and spreads out into several branches before entering the sea 

	deposition 
	when a substance has been left somewhere as a result of a process 

	erosion 
	the gradual destruction and removal of rock or soil in a particular area by rivers, the sea, or the weather 

	estuary 
	the wide part of a river where it joins the sea 

	human features 
	features of land that have been impacted by human activity 

	landmark 
	a building or feature which is easily recognised 

	landscape 
	everything you can see when you look across an area of land, including hills, rivers, buildings, trees, and plants. 

	load
	the material transported by a river

	meander 
	a large bend in a river 

	mouth 
	where a river flows into the sea 

	ocean 
	one of the five very large areas of salt water on the Earth's surface. 

	physical features 
	natural features of land 

	river bank 
	the land along the edge of the river

	river cliff
	like a small cliff on the outside bank of the river formed by the erosion of soil as the river collides with the river bank

	sediment 
	material transported and deposited by a river

	source 
	the start of the river

	topographical 
	the physical features of an area of land, for example its hills, valleys, and rivers 

	tributary 
	a stream or river that flows into a larger one 
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	What Geographical Knowledge should I know by the end of this theme?

	· I can locate the regions, counties and cities of the UK.

· I can identify, locate and plot famous landmarks across the UK and physical features e.g hills, mountains, coasts and rivers. 

· Use the eight points of a compass to describe the locations of countries in relation to one another.

· Seas are smaller areas of salt water that separate oceans and land. 

· Rivers are natural streams of fresh water that flow into seas, oceans and lakes. 

· The River Alt is an urban river that flows across Merseyside.

· The River Alt runs from Hag Plantation in Huyton at 125ft, through Croxteth Park, roughly follows the M57 motorway south of Kirkby, then flows north of Aintree and south of Maghull. It then runs south of Formby and empties into the Irish Sea, near the edge of the River Mersey estuary at Hightown. 
· The River Alt has suffered from heavy pollution from industry and sewage upstream and run-off from farmland in its lower course. 

· £1.4m River Alt Restoration project to realign the river between East Lancashire Road and Parkstile Lane; the project has created a new riverside green space, Alt Meadows, in order to improve water quality, reduce flood risk and create new wildlife habitats. 
· Erosion and deposition give rise to the formation of meanders and deltas.
· Meanders, or bends in the river, form a snake-like pattern as the river flows across a flat valley floor. As water flows round a bend, it goes fastest on the outside of the bend, so the bank is eroded and forms a river cliff. On the inside it is slowed down, so it drops its load as sediment. 

· Oxbow lakes are formed as a result of erosion and deposition.

The Water Cycle

Evaporation: The Sun causes the water from the Earth to evaporate.  This water evaporates from seas, lakes, streams and even puddles.  When it evaporates, water turns into water vapour. 

Condensation:  As the water vapour rises, it cools down.  As it cools down, condensation happens and water vapour condenses to small droplets of water. Clouds are made from a mix of dry air and small droplets of water. 

Precipitation: As condensation continues to happen, more droplets of water vapour are formed. When the droplets become heavy and large enough, they fall back to the Earth’s surface in the form of rain or snow. 

Runoff and Transpiration: As precipitation happens in the form of rain or snow falling back to Earth, water is absorbed into the soil. This water is used by plants to grow - when water from plant leaves evaporates back into the atmosphere, this is called transpiration. Water may also run off and enter oceans, seas and rivers. Water then evaporates again and the water cycle begins again!


	Literacy Tree Links
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	What Geographical skills will I have learnt by the end of this theme?

	· Use the index in atlases to find oceans, seas and rivers. 

· Use an atlas, maps and globes to locate UK regions, counties and cities.

· Label maps to show where oceans, seas, lakes and rivers can be located.

· Complete a table to show the length of different rivers.
· Describe the life of a river from source to mouth, using the correct terminology. 

· Conduct fieldwork at various locations along the River Alt (Huyton, Croxteth and Hightown)- can you notice the different features of a river in its upper, middle and lower course? Sketch the river at each location, including the features you can see. Measure and collect data.
· Investigate the effects of climate change and plastic pollution on oceans, seas and rivers. Use your knowledge of the bodies of water to create a campaign to limit plastic pollution. 
· Explain how erosion and deposition have an effect on meanders and deltas. Label a cross-section of a meander.
· Use digital mapping to observe key physical features on an OS map and to identify changes along the course of a river.
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